Augmentation of clinical services in rural areas by health sciences students.
Over a five-year period 230 senior-level students in medicine, nursing, and pharmacy served in clinics located throughout five rural communities. Students participated in the development of the clinics and in the organization of services that otherwise would not have been delivered. Community-based preceptors helped integrate the students' learning about community processes. The project provided experiential learning and interdisciplinary interactions that were enthusiastically received by the students. Follow-up surveys suggested that the experience reinforced interest in eventual practice in rural areas and in interdisciplinary settings. The project demonstrated that students were able to provide clinical services which were useful and acceptable to the communities and which were supported by local practitioners.